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According to results of a survey conducted by the Uruguayan-Argentine Chamber of Commerce,
most Uruguayan businesspeople are skeptical about implementation of free trade provisions under
Mercosur in January 1995. A report released Aug. 20 indicated that 38.5% of respondents said they
had "reservations," while 15.4% asserted that delays are inevitable. In contrast, 42.3% said they
were "fully confident" that Mercosur provisions will go into effect within the specified timeframe.
Another survey conducted by the UN Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean
(ECLAC) indicated that 51% of exporters believe Mercosur will have no impact because their
principal markets are advanced industrialized nations. Sixteen percent of the exporters interviewed
by ECLAC said they expect positive results from implementation of Mercosur. Mercosur partners
Argentina, Brazil and Paraguay account for 35% of Uruguayan exports. Western Europe, the
US, Japan and other advanced industrialized nations account for about the same proportion of
Uruguayan export sales. (Source: Agence France-Presse, 08/20/92)
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